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Answer four questions from two genres only.  These questions should be taken from the two genres you 

have studied.

Genre: Epic

Question 1. Homer Iliad 6.144–159

145

150

155

 (a)  …  (lines 145–149).  Explain the rhetorical features used 

here and their relevance to the context.  Are lines 150–151 consistent with lines 

145–149?  Why, in your opinion, does this episode occur here? [8 marks]

 (b)  (line 158).  What conclusion do you draw about 

Proitos from these words?  Is it consistent with what occurs after this passage? [2 marks]

 (c) What two facts about the gods are mentioned in this passage?  [2 marks]
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Turn over 

Genre: Epic

Question 2. Homer Iliad 6.486–502

490

495

500

 (a)  …  (lines 486–489).  Who is speaking to whom?  What is 

the purpose of the speech and how likely is it to succeed? [3 marks]

 (b) Scan lines 491–492 (  … ). [2 marks]

 (c)  …  (lines 494–495).  Explain the significance of this action 
in its context. [2 marks]

 (d) Translate  …  (lines 501–502). [3 marks]
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Genre: Historiography

Question 3. Thucydides 2.53.1–3

5

10

 (a)  (line 2).  What was previously hidden and why? [2 marks]

 (b)   …  (lines 5–7).  Explain what is happening here and 

the reason given for it. [3 marks]

 (c)  (line 8).  What is this motive?  Why is it no longer accepted? [2 marks]

 (d) Translate  …  (lines 10–11). [3 marks]
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Genre: Historiography

Question 4. Thucydides 2.41.2–5

15

20

25

 (a)   …  (lines 13–16).  What accusation does Thucydides 

wish to answer here?  Which single word summarizes the essence of his case? [2 marks]

 (b)  …  (lines 22–24).  Explain the relevance of 

Homer here. [2 marks]

 (c) Choose four examples of the rhetorical techniques from this passage which you 

have not used in your other answers and explain the construction and effect  

of each. [8 marks]
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Genre: Tragedy

Question 5. Sophocles Oedipus Tyrannus 1073–1085

1075

1080

1085

 (a) What has happened immediately before this passage, and why? [2 marks]

 (b)  …  (lines 1076–1085).  Summarize any two 

points made by Oedipus in this speech and describe what they tell the audience 

about Oedipus’ strengths and weaknesses. [3 marks]

 (c) Translate  …  (lines 1080–1081). [3 marks]

 (d) Scan lines 1084–1085 (  … ). [2 marks]
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Genre: Tragedy

Question 6. Sophocles Oedipus Tyrannus 116–131

120

125

130

 (a) What is the problem that Oedipus wished to solve?  How did he attempt to do so 

up to this point in the play? [2 marks]

 (b) Select from these lines four passages that reveal Oedipus’ character and show 

how each does so. [8 marks]

 (c)  …  (lines 122–123).  For the coherence of the plot it is 

essential that the sole survivor from the attack on Laius should have lied to Creon.   

What was the lie and why did the survivor make it up? [2 marks]
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Genre: Comedy

Question 7. Aristophanes Frogs 21–37

25

30

35

 (a) Describe three things about the travel and carrying arrangements of  

Dionysus and Xanthias which contribute substantially to the humour of the 

opening scene. [3 marks]

 (b)  …  (lines 21–24).  Explain Dionysus’ suggestion here.  Why was 

the suggestion made? [2 marks]

 (c)  (line 22).  Instead of  what would the audience 

expect to hear?  Why is the word both appropriate and inappropriate? [3 marks]

 (d)  …  (lines 33–34).  Explain Xanthias’ argument. [2 marks]
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Genre: Comedy

Question 8. Aristophanes Frogs 1467–1481

1470

1475

1480

 (a)  …  (lines 1469–1470).  For what two reasons is Euripides 

confident that he will be successful? [2 marks]

 (b)  (line 1471).  How do these words relate to the answer to  

question (a)? [2 marks]

 (c) Choose four examples from the passage which are intended to provoke a 

humorous response, and explain how each succeeds. [8 marks]
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Genre: Philosophy

Question 9. Plato Crito 46b1–c6

5

10

 (a)  …  (lines 1–3).  What has Crito been 

recommending immediately before this passage?  What two possible immediate 

reactions does Socrates consider? [3 marks]

 (b)   (lines 5–6).  What possible 

weakness do you detect in this argument? [2 marks]

 (c)  …  (lines 6–9).  Is this a sound basis on which 

to construct an argument, or evidence of Socrates’ stubborn nature? [3 marks]

 (d)  …  …   (lines 13–14).  Comment on 

the order and grammatical form of these words. [2 marks]
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Genre: Philosophy

Question 10. Plato Crito 48b11–d7

5

10

15

 (a) Translate  …  (lines 1–3). [2 marks]

 (b) Choose four points from Socrates’ arguments for not choosing exile, and consider 

how persuasive each is.  You should identify and discuss your examples with 

close reference to the Greek text. [8 marks]

 (c)  …  (lines 16–17).  Basing your  

answer on Crito’s comment, how far do you think that Socrates has truly 

persuaded Crito? [2 marks]


